basin of Oriental alabaster; between the
columns was an open screen of gold, and
from the star-spangled ceiling hung lamps
and censors. In the sanctuary the qiblah
shone with gold and colour; the mimber

and dikkah were of rare wood......In the

evening, as darkness fell, great bronze
lamps, hung in rows from the centre of
each arch, formed lines of light; lozenges
of amber were scattered all over the
ground and filled the liwans with perfum-
ed clouds, so that in this twinkling of
lights, this whirl of scented shadows, all
hardness of form faded away; the lines
of the building became no more than a
grey and mysterious fantasy, lit up with
changing colours and charged with elusive
perfume."

THE FALL OF THE TULUNIDES
IN EGYPT AND THE ABBASIDE
KHILAFAT IN BAGHDAD

^Though Ibn Tulun held
his kingly state in Egypt, he was nomi-
nally under Al-Muwaffak, the brother of